
The Whistle –  
News on Mission and Outreach in 

Keighley Parish - May 2022 
 

- Whistling a tune, sharing God’s good news 
from your heart with the rest of the world 

- A bit like a dog whistle, only some hear and 
need to respond to it 

- A call to arms or a sound that arrests and 
stops us in our tracks to pray or do. 

 
Dear Friends, 
I pray that you have had a blessed Easter time and found a reawakening of 
your heart to the joy and hope that is given at this special time of the year. 
There is so much to be thankful this month, that it is hard to know where to 
start!  

So I think a lot of what I am going to share 
will be about whistling and sharing the 
good news from my heart! This really 
started with Maundy Thursday and 
supporting 1 person to be baptised and 4 
others to reaffirm their baptismal vows 
through full submersion at a Grubs Up 
Service. It was a beautiful and spirit filled 
time and I thank everyone who 
contributed to the food, or who 
volunteered to help that night. It was a 
very special time and I praise God that 
these people continue to journey with us 
– by attending Alpha, coming to church 
(one received communion for the first 

time and he was almost tearful) or to Grubs Up. Please continue to pray for 
Jane, Sharon, Andrew, Paul and Chris (more photos at the end!) 
 

Alpha has also been a real blessing with an average of 15 
people attending each week. This would not have been so 

successful if we had not had meals prepared for us, and if we had not 
had the engine room of prayer that takes place at the same time as 
the course. Please pray for the Holy Spirit away day on 14th May 
when we go to Parcevall Hall. 

 
Firstly though, I want to say a very big thank you to everyone who 
completed the mission forms expressing their interest in mission and a 
particular area that is on their heart. The primary area shared so far 
was how to support persecuted Christians. Please continue to fill in a 
form if you haven’t already done so. 

 
I therefore would like to put up a display with information across 
the parish so that others can have information about what to pray 

for and how we can support Christians who are persecuted. I would be 
very grateful for any help or ideas as to how to keep our awareness 
alive and focused. 
 

I also hope to set up an overseas mission group, please get in 
touch if you would like to be involved in this work. 

 
Local Mission and outreach 

St Marks – Tea with the Neighbours 
This is a beautiful way of inviting our neighbours to come and 

share tea and cake, to be generous with our time our hearts and 
minds. Rev John Long and Dorothy are the primary organisers of this 
regular event. Please pray for good conversations at our next 
gathering on 25th May. 

 
Families and Young People - Under 5’s 

We are hoping to run a Christian parenting course for families, which 
seems to be particularly needed as children and parents respond to the 
impact of Covid and isolation on their lives. Please pray for Kathryn and 
Joy as they continue to build this group up and provide links to the 3 
o’clock service. 



 
Busy Bees – some words from Rachael 

“Busy Bees is proving to be very popular on Thursday mornings. And since 
reopening, we are averaging just under 20 children and their carers each 
time. Families are telling us how much they have missed groups like ours 
and the children are flourishing, particularly from being shy in the first 
week to running straight in the second. Parents especially enjoyed us 
getting paint out because it's not something many do at home. We used 
paint for decorating eggs and Easter Cross pictures which went home and 
on the wall display. To build confidence with the group we started with 
lots of well-known songs at singing time and a couple of Christian 
ones with words printed out and have been able to add in more each 
week. We are thankful for our hew volunteer team who are doing a 
great job and we pray for the families that come.” 

 
Good Food Shop and Pop-Up’s on Braithwaite 

Some words from Steve -  
“I have found God to be at work over this last month by providing me 
with the support and help of beautiful volunteers who help to keep the 
Good Food Shop in action. This ranges from a gentleman who once a 
month travels to Bradford to collect a large donation order of supplies 
for the shop and deliver it to us. The everyday help from a lady who 
helps me at the shop who works tirelessly keeping the shelves full and 
making the customers feel welcome. Members of the congregation who 
have not only supplied food donations to the shop but also money, we 
are very blessed. Also the work our local supporting charitable 
organisations do, who we work alongside to help each other in times of 
need, such as The Salvation Army and the hard work they do not only 
for themselves but to ensure organisations like the Good Food Shop are 
always equipped with stock. Lastly, all the other organisations who 
work alongside people who are struggling who then show them the 
route to becoming a member at the shop so we can help them the best 

we can with supplying food and toiletries. Thanks be to God for your 
work in these people and places”. 

 
We are thankful to God for a couple of miracles that continue to 
astound us! Firstly, 2 volunteers from the shop have joined us for Alpha 
and seem to be asking really big questions about their lives and God. 
Secondly, when it really felt that we should not go ahead with 
establishing pop-up shops on the estate due to our ability to source 
food and household provisions, God quite literally out of the blue has 
provided us with £1,500 to do so! We pray that we are able to continue 
to reach out and share God’s love wherever we provide food and 
resources.  

 
We are now in need of a driver to take provisions up to the Rainbow 

Children’s Centre once a month. Please contact Fran if you want to 
know more (07597967055) 
 
Braithwaite Outreach 
The relationships on Braithwaite continue to grow stronger and it is 
anticipated that we will be able to establish a tyre-garden on the ‘Ring’ 
roundabout – hopefully planting it with Rhubarb and an apply tree (so 
we can make crumble – shame there isn’t a custard plant!!!) If you 
would like to help with this, please contact Fran  
 

Messy Church – This was a wonderful event with over 40 families 
booked in to make crafts and to hear the Easter 
story (so 100+ engaged).  

We hope to be able to 
build on this success by 
running a regular Messy 
church at the school, and 
to also run a Start course 
during the school 
holidays.  
 



Please pray that this will be supported by the school, that parents will 
know about it and attend, for good resources and good organisation. 

 
Town Centre Ministry 

Grubs Up continues to have 25 – 30 people attending, with 
members describing it as their church, and a place that they feel 

welcomed and accepted.  
 

We are anticipating beginning a new programme with Dr Steve 
Smith’s (previously from St Marks) organisation called Keys which 

brings both physical and Christian Spiritual support to people who have 
addictions. This programme will require volunteers who are prepared to 
pray and provide befriending support for those who decide they want to 
quit their addiction. If you think you would like to be such a befriender 
then please contact Sarah (07710673192) 

 
Welcome Café – some words from Sarah 

We now have an amazing team of volunteers, soup makers and bakers. 
We regularly serve around 30 people - although recently we had 45 
covers! Our aim is that everyone who comes through the door will be 
known by name, and feel welcomed and accepted just as they are. One 
of our volunteers commented that people can often come in looking 
very worn down but the simple act of making them a hot drink brings 
some light to their faces.  Knowing people’s drink choices off by heart 
makes a huge difference “coffee, two sugars?” 

 
Discipleship Group – Please pray that those who complete Alpha 

will find this group a place where they can continue to learn about God. 
 
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) Debt Centre 

The CAP volunteers hosted a film afternoon for CAP clients, which 
was a very enjoyable event for all. As a result of that event 3 clients 

came to church the following Sunday. So lets pray for continued to 
support for these people that all that Duncan reaches out to may be 

given the opportunity to know about Jesus and the hope he can bring 
to lives. We would love some befrienders to join Duncan’s team. 

 

KEY DATES FOR KEIGHLEY PARISH 
AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
Queen’s Jubilee 4th June –  

Cream Tea on the Green for the Queen 
Please join me to discuss plans for on 11th May at 2pm at North St. 

 
Festival of Life 9th July – if you are interested in helping please contact 
Rev Mike, areas needed for help are: putting up and taking down 
marquee; cutting and cooking onions/ burgers/ refreshments; craft 
activities; leafleting; prayer; face painting; singing 

 
Thy Kingdom Come 
This year we will be following the call to prayer for 5 people 
to come to know the love of God between Ascension Day 
and Pentecost. We are also encouraging people to join us 

in prayer walking in different areas of our parish. All walks will meet at 
the named centre below at 11am ensuring our whole parish is covered 
in prayer. 

 Thurs 26th May Friday  Saturday Sunday Monday 
Prayer 
walking 

Good Shepherd 
Centre  

11am All 
Saints 

Town 
Centre 

 St Barnabas 

Worship 6pm Grubs up 
7pm Ascension 
service at KSC 

    

 

 Tues 31st May Weds Thurs Friday Saturday 
Prayer 
walking 

Brackenbank St Marks Good 
Shepherd 

St Johns  

 

Pentecost Sunday 
10.30 gathering to walk to band stand in 
Cliffe Castle 

Church Green/ St Mark’s/ Cliffe 
Castle car park 

11am Open Air Communion Service At the bandstand – bring chairs / 
rugs 

12 noon Jubilee picnic 
 

If you want to know more about our mission and outreach work please contact: 
Rev Natasha Thomas on 07887707221 or email revnatasha@keighleyparish.org 



Please pray for all the activities that they will bear fruit and provide opportunities for people who do not know God to find Him so irresistible that 
they have to follow the fragrance to find out more. 

If there is something you would like to get involved with or want to know more about please do not hesitate in getting in touch with any of the 
outreach team or myself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


