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NOTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT 
 
The Bishop of Leeds is pleased to announce that the Revd Alastair Kirk, currently serving as  
Incumbent at St Mary’s Church Burley in Wharfedale in the Bradford Episcopal Area is to  
become the Team Vicar (All Age Discipleship) for the Parish of Keighley, also in the Bradford  
Episcopal Area. 
   
The licensing will be conducted by The Rt Revd Toby Howarth, the Bishop of Bradford, at a 
date to be confirmed. 
 

 
Alastair writes ‘It is with much excitement that I announce that I am moving to be team 
vicar in Keighley with special responsibility for All-Age Discipleship. This is a fabulous 
opportunity to join a recently re-shaped clergy and lay team as it grows in confidence and 
creativity serving the parish of Keighley. Excitement about moving on doesn’t detract from 
the sadness of leaving our many friends in Burley; we have had 8 wonderful years in 
Wharfedale, but feel it is the right moment to move valleys and begin a new chapter in our 
family adventure. Discipleship is one of the greatest challenges for the Church as we seek to 
build communities of confident Christians. I am really looking forward to facilitating and 
encouraging Christians in Keighley as they seek to become more and more Jesus-shaped. 
This role is part time and I am keen to use the other half of my time to support Christians in 
the Middle East and to develop a pilgrimage ministry.’  
 
Canon Mike Cansdale, Rector of Keighley Parish writes 'It's a real delight for us to be 
welcoming Alastair to join the team. He brings passion for discipleship, rooted in fruitful 
parish ministry and a heart to see people of all ages grow in faith. We extend a very warm 
welcome also to Sara, Barnaby, Benji and Charlie. The licensing date will be announced 
soon.' 
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