
 

The Whistle – Things to 
Pray and do… 

News on Mission and Outreach in Keighley 
Parish - October 2022 

 
- Whistling a tune, sharing God’s good news from your heart with 

the rest of the world 
- A bit like a dog whistle, only some hear and need to respond to it 
- A call to arms or a sound that arrests and stops us in our tracks to 

pray or do. 
 
Dear Friends,  
As ever so much has happened over the last couple of months and 
it is always amazing to look back and see where God has been 
working, answering prayer or showing new places for us to engage 
and support people in. 
 
These last few months have felt quite heavy for me as I have 
encountered more and more people with such need where there 
are no solutions except to walk with them through their trials and 
to be there when they’ve needed prayer or support. The grief of a 
20year old over the loss of her mother, the devastation of an 
Iranian asylum seeker as she heard her 17yr old son (still in Iran) 
was shot in the current outbreak of violence, the collapse and 
hospitalisation of a member of Grubs Up, the break up of 
relationships and the inability to stay the course of rehab and 
therefore immediate homelessness… 
 
And as I cry out to God – help these people, I remember the laughter 
that a group of 20+ Iranian men and women who meet together at St 
Stephens in East Bowling, and the community they have found 
together. I remember the kindness that people have shown to helping 

those who have become once again lost in addiction and ill health, I 
remember the hope that Jesus gives us for new life even if life here 
on earth is hard and with that comes a sense of peace and joy.  
 
It is hard to believe that Grubs Up is now 2yrs old, with a steady 
congregation of 30+ attendees. Each Thursday we see a new 
blessing, a new understanding and sharing of God’s power in this 
community and it is such a blessing for all of us who attend. 
 
Please read through and pray for the different things that are 
happening around our parish, and always if you feel prompted to 
get in touch to offer help or ways that you want to get involved, so 
that together we can continue to expand God’s amazing work. 
 

Update on Current Activities… 
Alpha course 

We have had between 8 and 10 people attending this 
course, please pray for the group, that God opens their 

hearts and minds. Please particularly pray for our away day to 
Parcival Hall on November 5th.  
 
Outreach into Long Lee and Thwaites Brow 

We managed to distribute 135 mugs with 
only two people saying they did not want 
one. People were genuinely surprised and 
pleased to receive our gift of the mug. One 
person has now returned back to church 
and three people have started to attend 
Busy Bees. Five came to our coffee morning 
for MacMillan where we raised more than 
£400! Amazing! 

 
Please continue to pray that as people use the mugs in their daily 
lives that they will read the words that Jesus loves them and know 
it to be true. 



Town Centre Outreach 
Sadly, we have not been able to appoint to this post and so have 
needed to review the role and consider how we might manage 
doing things differently. And low and behold God has shown us a 
new way!  

 
Unlocking	Freedom	From	Addiction	
It became apparent that we could appoint someone to 
work with us to deliver three principle elements that 
will support people to come out of addictive behaviours 
by working with an organisation called KEYS. As a 

national organisation they can train and provide medical advice and 
will liaise with client’s GPs so each person can access the necessary 
medication. They will provide spiritual support, as each client 
attends a Christian recovery programme that uses the 12 steps 
adapted from AA so that issues can be addressed that very often 
are at the root of addiction, and lastly they work with us to provide 
community support, which is essential to enabling those with 
addictions to find a loving community that will help them to 
become free from drugs and alcohol.  
 
What feels very God intentional is that we already have a 
relationship with KEYS due to the fact that it was set up be and is 
continued to be led by Dr Steve Smith - formerly a member of St 
Marks. And I am delighted to say that we have been able to appoint 
Carron Croad to be our KEYs co-ordinator and she will start the 
work at the end of November. 
 
Welcome Place Cafe 
Our wonderful volunteers continue to run the café and it is thriving 
and continues to be very busy serving around 50 people each time 
it is open. We continue to build good relationships with the job 
centre, Progress, and Salvation Army who come in to offer advice 
and support particularly around benefits and housing. 
 

OUR Response to Cost of Living Crisis 
1. INCREASED OPENING HOURS AT THE 

WELCOME PLACE CAFÉ  
we will be opening for longer on Wednesday 
afternoons offering cuppas and crafting, and 
also on the 4th Sunday of each month, we will 
be opening for Sunday dinners between 12 and 2.30pm. 

 
2. CLOTHES 

Thank you to everyone who has donated clothes to us, and then 
onto the local charity shop ‘Second Time Around’. It has meant that 
we can give people a voucher for any items of clothing that they 
might need. Thank you. 
 

3. A NEW FUND 
We have established a new fund that is available for people who 
are struggling to pay for their heating, or basic provisions that will 
provide a loan so that people do not find themselves caught up in a 
cycle of debt. If you would like to contribute to this, please contact 
the Parish office. We have already lent some money and were not 
expecting any payment back for over a year – but the person has 
repaid the loan in less than a month, and this saved him having to 
go to court. 
 

4. DEVELOPING A FOOD DISTRIBUTION STRATEGY FOR KEIGHLEY 
As we deal with the increasing demand for food whilst facing a 
decline in available food from supermarkets and FARESHARE, we 
wanted to see if we could work better with partners. So with 
Bradford Food Network we hosted a Breakfast meeting with other 
food providers, supermarkets and councillors and started the 
journey of planning how we might fairly distribute food to those 
who need it most through a multi-agency approach.  

Please pray: that we have wisdom in how we distribute loans, 
food and serve the people of Keighley and that we always 

seek to point to Jesus as the one who provides ‘Eternal bread’ 



Grubs Up  
We were two years old at the end of 
September! Amazing that we have been 
able to run a service every Thursday during 
that time, and that we have always have 
enough volunteers to offer their time for 
befriending, serving and providing meals.  

 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPS! 

 
Each week it is clear that God is working in people’s lives, and it is 
clear that people are learning more and more about God, taking 
small steps in faith. 

Please pray for: Increased transformation of lives and an 
ongoing commitment to what it means to know the love of 

Jesus. 
 
Good Food Keighley Shop 
We continue to be blessed with people offering donations and 
support to our shop. We serve on average 60 people a week. 

Please pray for those who are vulnerable and isolated 
who need help. Pray that the shop continues to gain 

funding, so that we are able to provide the food and household 
goods that people need. 
 
Running Pop-Up Shops  
The two pop-up shops at Merlin Top 
primary school and the Rainbow Centre continue and although 
numbers are low, we know that we are reaching people who would 
not otherwise access the food, and we are able to put them in 
contact with other services that can help them with the issues that 
they are struggling with.  
 
I am trying not to get too excited (J !!) but it looks as if we might 
be able to access 3 ‘pods’ (former vaccination mobile centres) from 

the council that will enable us to have a permanent base on 
Braithwaite, as they would be installed on Merlin Top’s land. We 
then will be able to have a permanent shop, and also have a space 
to run social groups and discipleship courses. 

Please pray that we continue to get enough food to supply 
the need and that when the pods arrive we will be able to 

use them well.   
 
Update from CAP – CAP Sunday 23rd October 
We received our 300th referral and the need for your 
prayers and support remains as great as ever. In these 
difficult times the help we need to offer seems to grow 
with every client. With over 80 of those becoming debt 
free. 

Please pray for all the clients that Duncan works with that 
they can trust Duncan and CAP to take the long steps that 

truly get people out of debt 
 
Outreach on Braithwaite  
Harvest Messy Church 
Our outreach work on Braithwaite continues and we ran a Messy 
church at Merlin Top primary school, encouraging the families who 
came to think about how we give and share what God has given us.  
 
Reading at Merlin Top -There is a team of volunteers who read 
every Thursday with children for an hour or so and are familiarly 
known as the ‘Church Ladies’! That said this is not entirely true as 
we have at least one gentleman volunteer. If you would like to be 
part of this team, please contact Cherry through the church office. 
 
The Braithwaite Ring Roundabout 
We are still waiting for Transport to give us the thumbs up and then 
we will progress with this community work. Please pray that we can 
get this completed before Christmas! 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT. X 



 

 

Outreach & 

Mission In 

Keighley – 

Because God 

Loved Us 1st! 
 
 
 


